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The United Nations is to adopt a
post-2015 agenda for sustaina
ble development, setting the
goals for achieving a just, equitable
world by 2030, in a high-level plenary
meeting of the UN General Assembly
in late September. It is an ambitious
agenda at a time when the gap between
the rich and the poor is widening glo-
bally, but it is not an impossible objec-
tive. A set of insightful essays on

‘Building a Just
World’ explores the in-

itiatives and issues that

go into building an eq-
uitable world order.
The essays are written

in honour of i ¥

Muchkund Dubey, a
highly  respected
former foreign secre-
tary, who is credited
with writing a major
part of the UN report
on the First Develop-
ment Decade.

As former UN E

secretary  general

Boutros Boutros-Ghali
writes in his foreword,
Muchkund Dubey “dis-
tinguished himself as
one of the most percep-

{ tive and articulate

spokesmen and negoti-
ators of the developing
countries in their strug-
gle for peace and devel-
opment cooperation on
the world stage”. Build-
ing a just world order
was one of the global
objectives of the 20th
century after the defeat
of fascism and the end

of colonialism in the world. Instead,
economic disparities are increasing
around the world. In his essay, Chandra
Hardy describes the existing world order
as “profoundly unjust” when four billion
people live in conditions of extreme dep-
rivation while 800 million live a life of
excessive consumption and waste. Dubey
believes that the design for a just world
order exists in an embryonic form in the
United Nations. Theright kind of leader-
ship in about a dozen or more countries
could develop a consensus in this regard.
Arguing that “this vision is in the realm of
possibility”, Dubey suggests that thé
BRICS countries can form the core of
such a group. (IANS)



